
CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD
SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION

ORDER No. 88-168
NPDES NO. CA0038148

RE-ISSUING WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS FOR:

CITY OF MARTINEZ WATER TREATMENT PLANT
CONTRA COSTA COUNTY

The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, San
Francisco Bay Region, (hereinafter called the Board) finds that:

1. The city of Martinez, hereinafter called the discharger, by
application dated June 1, 1988, has applied for reissuance of
waste discharge requirements and a permit to discharge wastes
under the National Pollution Discharge Elimination System.

2. The discharger treats about four million gallons per day
(mgd)of municipal water by coagulation, clarification, and
filtration. Sludge is gravity thickened and then discharged
to evaporation ponds. During wet weather, the ponds may
become fUll, and the discharger has in the past discharged
water from the ponds to prevent overflow. Discharge flowed
via overflow weirs into an underground drainage system that
drains into an unnamed watercourse at a point in the Shell
oil Company's Martinez Refinery, about 2500 feet east from
its Pacheco Gate No.2. The watercourse is tributary to
carquinez Strait, a water of the United States and the State,
near Bull's Head.

3. The discharge is presently governed by Waste Discharge
Requirements, Order No. 83-40, which allows discharge of up
to 0.04 mgd into the Carquinez straits.

4. The discharger has informed staff that a sludge press is
being installed at the plant, and that the ponds will in the
future be used when the press is out of service. Water
recovered from the sludge press will be recycled through the
plant.

5. The Board adopted a revised Water Quality Control Plan for
the San Francisco Bay Region (Basin Plan) on December 16,
1986. The Basin Plan contains water quality objectives for
Suisun Bay and contiguous water.

6. Effluent limits for aluminum, the primary constituent of
concern in this discharge, are not contained in the Basin
Plan. Recent Water Quality criteria pUblished by the
Environmental Protection Agency pursuant to section 304(a) (1)
of the Clean Water Act suggests that concentrations of
aluminum of up to 87 ppb in receiving waters should not




















